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constituencies that even so mighty a landslide did not affect
their security. There was, indeed, one young barrister of
outstanding brilliance, Mr. F. E. Smith, whose political
destiny was to be closely bound up with that of Carson, He
was soon to challenge the Liberal Government at the outset
in a maiden speech audacious in its insolence ; but as yet
no one knew his quality. Apart from Arthur Balfour, there
was no parliamentarian of outstanding capacity in the
Conservative Opposition except Sir Edward Carson. Upon
him, therefore, there devolved a great duty. Despite his
commanding position at the Bar, and the really cruel de-
mands which this made upon his brain and body, Carson
bent himself to the task of maintaining the traditions of His
Majesty's Opposition, not only in the House of Commons,
but on the public platform. Never since the days of Mr.
Gladstone's second Home Rule Bill had he worked with
such devotion and abandon in the House of Commons. Nor
was the task ever a light one. Of the Conservatives, for the
most part veterans, who survived the landslide, only forty
at most could be found to be active in the cut and thrust of
debate. Arthur Balfour himself was never more brilliant ; he
soon impressed an unsympathetic assembly, which had been
inclined to regard him at first with hostility and disdain,
and Carson again sat beside him as his principal lieutenant,
all the joy of battle once more lit in his heart. He did
not under-estimate the strength of the Liberal leaders, but
this added all the more zest to the struggle. Almost at once
F. E. Smith was attracted to this great advocate, and learnt
to love and venerate him as he did few people in the world.
The former's instant success at the London Bar, whither he
had migrated from Liverpool on his election, soon won him
the silk gown of a King's Counsel and a Rolls-Royce motor-
car. The latter won the envy of Carson's chauffeur, who has
faithfully served him from the earliest days of motoring. At
this time he drove his master about in an old-fashioned
Daimler, and tactfully but in vain suggested that Sir Edward
should not be outdone by that swaggering young fellow
F. E, Smith and his Rolls-Royce !
The Liberals at last enjoyed a majority which was